
MARCH 28, 2024  

Table of Contents 

BHNC Upcoming Events ............. 2  

SDDVA Update ............................ 3 

SDDVA What’s Brewing .............. 4-6  

Power of Choice .......................... 7  

Operation Chow Line Events ...... 8-9  

Upcoming Events ........................ 10-11  

 

 

 

 

 

SDDVA to hoSt three whAt’S 

brewing events in april 

NEWSLETTER 
SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF THE MILITARY 

 

     The South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs will be hosting three “Coffee 
and Conversation” programs in April.  The Department welcomes the opportunity 
to visit one-on-one with veterans and see what’s brewing! 
     On Thursday, April 4, our team will be at the Chamberlain Community Center (112 
N. Main Street) at 1:00 pm (CT). 
     On Friday, April 12, SDDVA staff will be in Webster at the VFW Post 4690 (521 1st 
Street West).  The social and free pulled pork dinner starts at 5:00 pm and the 
“What’s Brewing” conversation starts at 5:30 pm.   
     On Tuesday, April 16, staff will be at the Eureka School Multi-Purpose Room (805 
10th Street – Main Entrance) at 1:00 pm (CT). 
     “’What’s Brewing’ is a great opportunity for us to visit with veterans and hear 
about the challenges they might be experiencing first-hand. These programs also 
allow us the opportunity to speak with them about new benefits and services,” said 
SDDVA Secretary Greg Whitlock. “As the advocates for South Dakota veterans, we 
need to hear about the things our veterans are facing. We 
walk among veterans every day, and yet we may not even 
realize the magnitude of their sacrifices to serve our coun-
try.”  
     The SDDVA team and county veterans service officers will 
address questions about veteran’s benefits including com-
pensation, education, pension, healthcare, burial, state vet-
erans cemetery, and state veterans home.  
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     The Black Hills National Cemetery will host its quarterly Military Honors Ceremony for Unaccom-
panied Veterans on Monday, April 1, 2024, at 9:00 am (MT).   
     This ceremony provides military funeral honors to those veterans interred at the cemetery over 
the previous quarter, who did not have honors at the time of burial. The South Dakota Army Na-
tional Guard from Camp Rapid and Sturgis Volunteer Honor Guard Post 33 will be performing hon-
ors.  
     The ceremony will be held at the Black Hills National Cemetery Committal Shelter near the main 
flagpole (20902 Pleasant Valley Drive) in Sturgis.      

  

Military honors 

ceremony for 

unaccompanied veterans 

Vietnam commemoration 

ceremony 

     The Black Hills National Cemetery will host a Vietnam Commemoration Ceremony on Friday, 
March 29, 2024 at 10:00am (MT).   
     This commemoration recognizes all men and women who served on active duty in the U.S. 
Armed Forces during the U.S. involvement in Vietnam—November 1, 1955, to May 15, 1975.  The 
Vietnam War commemoration is a long-overdue opportunity for all Americans to recognize, honor, 
and thank our Vietnam Veterans and their families for their service and sacrifices during one of 
America’s longest wars.  
     The ceremony will 
be held at the Black 
Hills National Cemetery 
Committal Shelter 
(20901 Pleasant Valley 
Drive) in Sturgis  (near 
the main flag pole). 
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     Please join the South Dakota Department of 
Veterans Affairs in welcoming Maura Deboer 
and Melissa Moren to the Department.  
     Both Maura and Melissa will serve on our 
team at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veter-
ans Home.  
     Deboer has been a licensed practical nurse 
(LPN) for over 30 years. She was raised in Ohio 
and moved to South Dakota in 2015. She enjoys 
working in long term care and believes the 
guests at our home are our great-est hidden 
treasure.  
     She has three children and two grandchildren. 
Since her move to South Dakota, Deboer has 
learned to fish and enjoys the great buffalo in 
South Dakota.  

     Moren is also an LPN, and recently graduat-
ed from Western Dakota Tech College with 
her LPN degree.  
     She enjoys the opportunity to provide care 
to veterans. She is a mother of four, so is kept 
very busy! When not at work, Melissa loves 
spending time with her family and playing 
darts!  

New to sddva team 

Maura Deboer 

Melissa Moren 
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Upcoming events 
Mar 29—April 1—State Offices Closed 
Apr 4—Brule County What’s Brewing—Community Center—(112 N. Main St)—Chamberlain—1:00 pm (CT) 
Apr 5—Melissa Stockwell Program—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell St)—Sioux Falls 
Apr 8—Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—Drive to Fly @ Great Shots—(2505 W. Benson Road)—Sioux Falls— 
     1:30 pm—5:00 pm (CT) 
Apr 12—Day County What’s Brewing—VFW Post—(521 First St West)—Webster—5:00 pm (CT) 
Apr 12—Purple Up for Military Kids 
Apr 16—McPherson County What’s Brewing—School Multi Purpose Room—(805 10th St)—Eureka—1:00 pm (CT) 
Apr 17—SD Veterans Council Meeting—VFW Post 1273—Rapid City—9:00 am (MT) 
Apr 19—Mogen’s Heroes Dance—El Riad Shrine—(510 S. Phillips)—Sioux Falls—6:00 pm  (CT) 
Apr 23—SDDVA Mini Conference—Pennington County Conference Room—(312 Kansas City St)—Rapid City—10:00  
     am—2:00 pm (MT)  
Apr 24—SDDVA Mini Conference—Post 8 AL Cabin—(520 S. Pierre St)—Pierre—10:00 am—2:00 pm (CT)  
Apr 24—Operation Chow Line—Vermillion Eagles Club—(114 W. Main St)—Vermillion—4:00—7:00 pm (CT) 
Apr 25—SDDVA Mini Conference—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell St)—Sioux Falls—10:00 am—2:00  
     pm (CT)  
Apr 26-27—DAV State Convention—Deadwood Lodge 
Apr 27—Operation Chow Line—Vern Eide Marine—(4501 E. Arrowhead Pkwy)—Sioux Falls—11:00 am—1:00 pm (CT) 
May 6-18—Fareway Round Up Campaign at participating stores 
May 7—Corson County What’s Brewing—Pavilion—(Main and First Ave)—McIntosh—10:00 am (MT) 
May 7—Midwest Honor Flight Mission 18—Welcome Home Ceremony—Sioux Falls Convention Center—(1201 N.  
     West Ave)—Sioux Falls—9:30 pm (CT) 
May 9—Gregory County What’s Brewing—American Legion Post 6—(223 Main Street)—Gregory—5:00 pm (CT) 
May 21—Yankton County What’s Brewing—VFW Post 791—(209 Cedar St)—Yankton—10:00 am (CT) 
May 21—Midwest Honor Flight Mission 19—Welcome Home Ceremony—Convention Center—(1201 N. West Ave)— 
     Sioux Falls—9:30 pm (CT) 
May 27—SDDVA Memorial Day Program—SD Veterans Cemetery—12:00 noon (CT) 
Jun 5—Midwest Honor Flight Mission 20—Welcome Home Ceremony—Convention Center—(1201 N. West Ave)— 
     Sioux Falls—9:30 pm (CT) 
Jun 7—8—VFW State Conference—Holiday Inn—Spearfish 
Jun 14—Midwest Honor Flight Day of Sweetness—Chick-fil-A—(4005 W. 41st St)—Sioux Falls—7:00 am — 
     10:00 pm (CT) 
Jun 20—23—American Legion State Conference—Pierre 
Jun 30—Midwest Honor Flight Honor Ride—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell St)—Sioux Falls— 
     Registration—1:00 pm/Ride Begins at 2:30 pm (CT) 
Jul 15—6th Annual Tee it up for the Troops Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—Arrowhead Country Club—(3675  
     Sheridan Lake Road)—Rapid City—7:15 am (MT) 
Jul 17—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Aberdeen 
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Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military https://military.sd.gov/ 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs https://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
 

Upcoming Events 
Aug 1—2—South Dakota Suicide Prevention Conference—Convention Center—(1201 N. West Ave)—Sioux Falls 

Aug 21—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Yankton 

Aug 26—Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser—The Barrel House—(4701 E. 54th St)—Sioux Falls—11:00 am— 

     8:00 pm (CT) 

Aug 29—Veterans Day at the SD State Fair—Northwest Energy Freedom Stage—Huron 

Aug 29—Sep 2—SD State Fair—Huron 

Sep 3—5—SDDVA Annual CTVSO Benefit School—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell St)—Sioux Falls 

Sep 18—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Rapid City 

Oct 12—Midwest Honor Flight Third Annual Elvis Night—SD Military Heritage Alliance—(1600 W. Russell St)— 

     Sioux Falls 

Oct 16—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Brookings 

Nov 9—Fifth Annual Northern Hills Veterans Appreciation Fair We’ve Got Your Six—Sturgis 

Nov 18—Wreaths Across America Fundraiser—The Barrel House—(4701 E. 54th St)—Sioux Falls—11:00 am—8:00  

      pm (CT) 

Nov 20—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Sioux Falls 

Nov 20—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Sioux Falls 

Nov 21—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Watertown 

Nov 22—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Rapid City 

Nov 23—SD Veterans Council Legislative Round Table—Pierre 

Dec 3—Governor’s Budget Address—1:00 pm  

Dec 14—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux Falls— 

     11:00 am (CT) 

2025 Events 

Jan 14—Governor’s State of the State Address—1:00 pm 

Jan 14—Legislative Session starts 

Jan 15—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Pierre 

Feb 14—16—American Legion Mid-Winter Conference—Oacoma 

Jun 12—15—VFW State Convention—Ramkota—Pierre 

Jun 19—22—American Legion State Conference—Huron 

Dec 13—Wreaths Across America Wreath Laying Ceremony at South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux Falls—   

     11:00 am (CT) 
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